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AKAROA CIVIC TRUST  
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NEWSLETTER ïWinter 2011 

Akaroa Civic Trust   
Major Winner in the Christchurch 

Heritage Awards 
 
The Christchurch Heritage Awards recognise 
excellence in heritage retention and conservation, 
heritage tourism and heritage education within the 
public and private sector and promote the values of 
best practice heritage retention and conservation to 
the wider community. On 27 October 2010, at a 
ceremony which took place in the Christchurch 
Music Centre, the Akaroa Civic Trust was honoured 
to receive awards in three out of the six categories.  
 
To learn more about Christchurch Heritage Awards Charitable 

Trust visit  www.heritagewards.co.nz
 

 

Christchurch Heritage Awards 
2010 Recipients  

 

Heritage Education and Interpretation Award: 
Nga Roimata o Takapuneke: Tears of 
Takapuneke.  
Helen Brown along with Meri Robinson curated this 
exhibition in collaboration with Onuku Runanga, 
Akaroa Museum and the Akaroa Civic Trust. Nga 
Roimata, translated as óthe tearsô, is a dual 
reference to both Nga Roimata, the daughter of Te 
Maiharanui, and the deep sadness associated with 
Takapuneke where a series of tragic events 
unfolded in the 1830s that led to the deaths of Te 
Maiharanui, Nga Roimata and many other Ngai 
Tahu people. The main components of the 
exhibition were a 20-metre photographic mural, a 
series of interpretation panels and an audio sound 
track. A display case holding a taonga ï a mere 
pounamu which had been taken from the Akaroa 
region 180 years before ï was the heart of the 
exhibition.   
 

Heritage Landscape Award: Takapuneke and 
Greenôs Point.  
The Akaroa Civic Trust began its battle to protect 
this outstanding historic landscape for both Maori 
and non-Maori, in 1997. A housing subdivision had 
been planned for this site, which is a wahi tapu 
area. The Trust worked with Onuku Runanga over 
thirteen years in the quest to have this headland 
recognised and protected for its inherent historic 

values. The proximity of Greenôs Point and 
Takapuneke to Onuku, where the Treaty of 
Waitangi was signed by two Ngai Tahu chiefs, 
makes the area one of rich significance in the story 
of the founding of a bicultural nation in 
Aotearoa/New Zealand.  
 

Heritage Advocacy Award: Victoria Andrews. 

For 30 years the Akaroa Civic Trust has been an 
effective voice for the protection of Akaroaôs historic 
character. For the past 15 years the effort, 
determination and dedication of Victoria Andrews 
has played an important part in this. Victoriaôs 
acute awareness of the fragility of the historic 
heritage of Akaroa and Banks Peninsula and her 
voluntary contributions have been critical to many 
achievements. She liaised with NZ Historic Places 
Trust to register the Akaroa Historic Area in 1999, 
she has co-curated many exhibitions and has 
involved herself in research and presentations for 
district plan and resource consent processes 
(including appeals to the Environment Court). She 
is the longest serving member of the Akaroa 
Design and Appearance Advisory Committee. The 
highlight of her work was ensuring that Council-
owned land at Greenôs Point was not subdivided for 
housing but instead became part of an enlarged 
Takapuneke Historic Reserve. Victoriaôs 
commitment and advocacy was crucial to final 
success in this.  

Steve Lowndes, Lynda Wallace, Victoria Andrews  
Meri Robinson and Helen Brown at the awards ceremony.  
Photo: Christchurch Heritage Awards Charitable Trust 
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On Shaky Ground 
 
Since the November Newsletter, the Canterbury 

region has been rocked by thousands of large and 
small aftershocks. The 6.3 earthquake on 22 
February 2011 did further damage to buildings in 
Akaroa but tragically Christchurch and Lyttelton 
were devastated. The loss of life and destruction of 
many historic and modern buildings was significant. 
The economic reality is now starting to be realised 
with the loss of many small businesses affecting 
individuals and families who have lost jobs, homes 
and loved ones. Just as we thought the worst might 
be over, another series of traumatising aftershocks 
erupted on 13 June. As we continue to rattle 
around in the Akaroa harbour basin it is timely to 
stop and reflect upon the remarkable landscape 
which has been moulded through many millennia 
and shaped by the massive forces within the earth. 
Our limited timeframe and perception offer only a 
brief glimpse in terms of observing these 
sometimes life-shattering forces. Canterburyôs 
recovery will take many years. Christchurch and 
surrounding areas will never be as we once knew 
them. Closer to home the Duvauchelle pub has 
been partially  demolished but  rebuilding  plans will 
 

 
help keep spirits up until the new structure is filled 
with its local clientele once again. The building will 
eventually, over time, regain a patina as a much-
loved landmark.  
 
Akaroa remains largely intact, although not totally 
unscathed. The Gaiety is closed because of a 
damaged wall between the kitchen and supper 
room; the Coronation Library is closed as well due 
to serious damage; funding is being sought to 
restore the War Memorial; the Fishermenôs Rest 
has a damaged roof and the main wharf required 
considerable work to make it safe. Although not 
badly damaged, the Akaroa Service Centre was 
closed for more than a week following the 6.3 
aftershock on 13 June, affecting council functions, 
postal deliveries, tourism information and Civil 
Defence (because the building is used as its 
headquarters in times of emergency).  
 
In light of recent events, the Akaroa Historic Areaôs 
large collection of well-preserved colonial cottages 
and public buildings is more important because of 
what has been lost in the wider Canterbury region.  

        

 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Board 
 

The board elected at the November 2010 AGM 
consists of Steve Lowndes (chairman), Paul 
Dingwall (deputy chairman), Barbara Dobson 
(treasurer), Lynda Wallace (minutes secretary), 
Victoria Andrews (secretary), Steve Carswell, 
Meri Robinson, Hugh Waghorn, Jan Cook, Gaye 
Jameson, John Wilson and new members Helen 
Briggs and Ian Dunkley. Margaret Chaney 
remains our patron.  
 

 

Publications Update 
 

Work on an updated historic walk brochure was 
progressing well until September. The graphic 
designer was based in the central business 
district of Christchurch so considerable time was 
lost following the first earthquake. The project is 
moving slowly forward and it is intended the 
revised and upgraded publication will be 
available at the November AGM.  
 
Discussion on a new publication has stalled due 
to recent events. For those who kindly donated 
funds to the By the Book project several years 
ago, the Board anticipates allocating these 
funds towards a book on Akaroa to be published 
in 2012. Initial discussions have also taken 
place regarding a possible reprint of City and 
Peninsula, published in 2007, in conjunction 
with the Christchurch Civic Trust. All available 
copies have been sold and there is a growing 
demand for a reprint. The book is a remarkable 
inventory of many damaged and lost buildings. 
Christchurch, Lyttleton and Banks Peninsula.  

 
Special thanks to the Southern Trust for funding 

a new digital camera. The new camera has 
made possible an enhanced range and quality of 
images because of its telephoto/wide angle lens 

and other improved features.  

 

In Remembrance 
 

Jessie Mould died at age 94 on 30 December 
2010. Many local residents will know of her 
love of roses and contributions to the Akaroa 
Museum. May Currie also passed away at age 
93 on 15 January 2011. Those in the area will 
know of her long family associations with 
Grehan Valley and the town. Clem Green, also 
in his nineties, died in Nelson on 10 November 
2010 and Roddie Mackenzie died on 13 June 
at age 88.  
 

We wish to express our sympathy to their 
family and friends. 
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Electrifying Akaroa 1911 - 2011 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, residents of 
Akaroa wanted to provide their town with electric 
street lighting. They succeeded in 1911 when the 
Akaroa Borough Councilôs óElectric Light Worksô 
opened. The plant generated electricity until 1955. 
Planning was well under way to mark the centenary 
and celebrate a history of local enterprise and pride 
covering the period 1911-2011, but the major 
earthquakes and their thousands of aftershocks 
have altered the schedule of events. 
 
The Electric Light Works plant was owned and 
operated by the Akaroa Borough Council until 
1923. Electricity from the governmentôs Lake 
Coleridge power station reached Akaroa in that 
year and from then until 1955 the plant was owned 
and run intermittently by the Banks Peninsula 
Electric Power Board. Orion Energy still owns the 
powerhouse, which is located on Rue Pompallier 
just off Rue Lavaud. 
 
In 1965 Akaroaôs hydro generating plant was sold 
to the Maruia Springs Hotel which has never been 
connected to the national grid. The plant was 
installed in a small powerhouse there and gen-
erated electricity for the hotel until the 1990s.  The 
owners of the hotel upgraded to a new hydro-
generating plant and offered the old one for sale. It 
was eventually bought by a group of determined 
Akaroa residents and trucked back to the town at 
minimal cost by a local firm, Shepherd Transport. 
Many in the community donated funds towards its 
purchase and return. Since its return, the 
equipment has been reinstalled in the original 
powerhouse and restored to running order.  
 
Original plans were to formally open the Akaroa 
Hydro Generating Set Trust Room, with the plant 
fully functioning, on 9 September 2011, marking 
100 years to the day when the plant was formally 
opened. Regrettably it has been necessary to 
postpone this important commemoration for at least 

the next 12 months. At the time of this Newsletter 
priority has shifted to the stablisation and retention 
of the historic 1911 brick turbine building, which 
houses the fully restored generator and pelton 
wheel equipment, along with the 1917 gas engine 
building which is used by The Gallery for concerts 
and exhibitions. The site is administered by Orion 
Energy which will oversee necessary repair work to 
the building which was damaged during the 
earthquakes and subsequent aftershocks.  
 
Two key public events will go ahead as scheduled. 
The Akaroa Museum will open an exhibition, 
Electric Servants, on Saturday 10 September at 
4:00 p.m. followed at 4:30 p.m. by a book launch 
for All Our Volts, Electrifying Akaroa 1911-2011. 

The author, Dr John Wilson, will give a talk about 
the publication and the bookôs sponsors will be 
formally thanked for their contributions. The book 
launch will mark the centenary of electricity in 
Akaroa and highlight the culmination of one of New 
Zealandôs more interesting stories of historic 
preservation. This history would not have been 
written had the plant not been returned to Akaroa 
by dedicated volunteers.  

 

Electric Servants at the Akaroa Museum 

An exhibition titled Electric Servants will open at 
the Akaroa Museum on 10 September. The 
exhibition will complement the activities planned to 
celebrate the centenary of electricity in Akaroa. The 
exhibition will look at how the introduction of 
electricity transformed the domestic realm and will 
feature early electric domestic appliances from the 
Museumôs collection.  Although residents of the 
Akaroa Borough were óswitched onô to a power 
supply relatively early, some living in the outer bays 
had to wait for decades to be connected.  
Memories of running a household without electricity 

are still recent and have been captured for this 
exhibition.  Lois Holderness (Armstrong) recorded 
her thoughts about the coming of electricity to 
Stony Bay in 1958 in her book The Green Gate: ñIt 
was just wonderful, but strangely there were things 
we missed ï the noises of the gadgets working, but 
most of all the smells, the warmth of the stove and 
the wood crackling and burning.  They were part 
and parcel of Stony Bay, and we had grown as 
used to them as we had to the smell of the salt 
spray and the roar of the sea.  Our house had lost 
some of its personality.ò  

The Powerhouse in 1941. Photo: Akaroa Museum Collection 
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Environmental Defence Society 
National Conference 

Coastlines: Spatial Planning 
for Land and Sea 

 

By Steve Lowndes 
 
The Environmental Defence Society (EDS), 
established in 1971, is an environmental 
advocate and national think tank. It is funded by 
ASB Community Trust and The Lion Foundation 
and works closely with environmental groups, 
central government and the business 
community. In early June EDS held a conference 
in Auckland to bring attention to the paucity of 
planning and regulation frameworks around our 
coasts, lakes and open sea. The Akaroa Civic 
Trust was invited to submit a paper and make a 
presentation based upon our long-standing 
heritage advocacy and because of our 
successful appeal to the Environment Court on 
Christchurch City Councilôs decision granting 
consent for subdivision and dwellings within the 
Coastal Natural Character Landscape zone of 
the Banks Peninsula District Plan. The paper, 
written by Victoria Andrews, Jan Cook and 
myself, was edited by John Wilson and is 
published in this Newsletter. It was supported by 
slides which illustrated the written presentation. 
Victoria and I went up to Auckland as guests of 
EDS to deliver the paper which highlighted 
aspects of the appeal and discussed the 
complex evolution of the establishment of the 
historic reserve at Takapuneke. 
 
The Akaroa Civic Trust was the only volunteer 
group invited to make a presentation at the 
conference which was attended by about 300 
planners, landscape architects, governmental 
agencies and representatives. We shared the 
podium with two developers and a planner; the 
audience, which numbered about sixty people 
from various professional backgrounds, received 
the presentation enthusiastically. 
 
The main focus of the conference was spatial 
planning for coastlines and the open sea. Spatial 
planning is a term which reflects the need for 
many layered planning to encompass human 
activity, biodiversity, ecological systems, climate 
change and, perhaps most significantly, mining 
of the sea bed. New Zealand has legislation, in 
the form of the Resource Management Act, 
which Regional Councils can project out to the 
12 nautical mile limit. The countryôs Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) reaches out 200 nautical 
miles and currently has no planning framework 

to control what sort of activity can take place 
within it.  
  
New Zealand has a significant number of 
islands, some of them little more than 
uninhabited rocks, and if you describe a radius 
of 200 miles from each of them you end up with 
a vast area of some 40 million hectares. This 
represents a significant economic resource, not 
only as a fishery, but also for the oil and 
minerals trapped in the continental shelf. The 
Minister for the Environment, the Hon. Nick 
Smith, took the opportunity provided by the 
conference to announce the membership of the 
new Environmental Protection Authority (EPA). 
The new authority is designed to circumvent the 
RMA and the Environment Court on matters of 
national significance. The authority will make 
decisions regarding what sort of activity may, or 
may not, take place within the EEZ. Any appeal 
of decisions made by the EPA may be made on 
points of law only. Former Wellington mayor 
Kerry Prendergast has been appointed as chair 
of the EPA, which is otherwise largely made up 
of businessmen from organisations like Fulton 
Hogan and Genesis Energy and at present lacks 
strong scientific membership. It will be 
interesting to see how this new authority 
approaches this enormous task and what the 
future holds for off-shore development.  
                                                                           

 

Historic 1886 Beach Road 
Bridge Damaged 

 

 

In early March a contractorôs truck seriously 
damaged the historic Beach Road bridge over 
Aylmerôs Stream after a delivery to a nearby 
construction site. The damage was promptly 
reported to the Akaroa Service Centre along with 
the license number of the truck. So far no action 
has been taken nor has the bridge been repaired. 
Many assume the severe cracking of the bridge is 
due to earthquake damage but this is not the case. 
 



 5 

 

In Defence of the Akaroa Harbour: A View from the Frontline 

 

The following paper was delivered on 2 June 2011 
at the Environmental Defence Society National 
Conference on Coastlines ï spatial planning for 
land and sea. 
 
The Akaroa Civic Trust was formed in 1969 with 
the objective of protecting the beauty and history of 
Akaroa and the surrounding area. Residents were 
concerned the town was at risk of losing its distinct 
colonial character to ñbrassyò new development. 
Christchurch architect Peter Beaven drew up an 
environmental plan in order to avoid the 
thoughtless and random development that was the 
fate of many attractive coastal towns. (Wilson 2005, 
pp. 31-32)  
 
Membership stands at around 240 individuals and 
families from around Canterbury but also includes 
national and international members. The volunteer 
board has maintained the Trustôs original objective, 
but must now function in the realm of professional 
consultants and the Resource Management Act 
(RMA). Fortunately many professionals of high 
standing serve on the board and over time have 
developed substantial knowledge and under-
standing of complex planning and environmental 
issues. As a long-standing and active group, the 
Civic Trust has a depth of background and 
community knowledge built up over a period of 
more than forty years that the Christchurch City 

Council, Environment Canterbury and outside 
consultants cannot match. The Civic Trust sees 
raising public awareness and appreciation of our 
history and culture as an important aspect of its 
work and over the years has co-coordinated a 
range of publications, exhibitions and workshops.  
 
Last year the Trust was honoured to receive three 
awards in the inaugural Christchurch Heritage Trust 
Awards for advocacy and protection of important 
cultural landscapes. The Trust works closely with 
the Friends of Banks Peninsula, another volunteer 
group that is directly involved in a range of 
environmental issues including the evolution of the 
District Plan and a twenty-year commitment to 
create a Marine Reserve in the Akaroa Harbour.  
 
The Akaroa foreshore was registered by the New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust (NZHPT) in 1996. In 
1999 the Civic Trust initiated the registration of the 
Akaroa Historic Area which encompasses a large 
portion of the town. More recently NZHPT 
registered Takapuneke, Onawe Peninsula, Tuhiraki 
and Oteauheke as wahi tapu, acknowledging the 
harbourôs importance to Ngai Tahu as tangata 
whenua. The significance of the harbourôs coastal 
areas and scenic amenity has been emphasised for 
more than 40 years through a series of county and 
district plans, which have helped to maintain the 
relatively unspoilt landscape that we have today. 

  

A View down the length of Akaroa Harbour. Photo: The Christchurch Press 
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The layering of multicultural stories and histories 
gives the landscape a depth of meaning found in 
few other places in New Zealand, which begins 
with the arrival of Maori approximately 900 years 
ago. Beneath its more obvious scenic beauty, the 
landscape tells the history of the founding of the 
nation. Looking out from the Britomart Memorial on 
Greenôs Point the view encompasses numerous 
wahi tapu sites. Takapuneke is where the 1830 
Brig Elizabeth incident took place, a contributing 
factor in James Busbyôs being sent to New Zealand 
as the first British Resident and leading to the 
Treaty of Waitangi in February 1840. Two Ngai 
Tahu chiefs signed the Treaty a few months later at 
nearby Onuku Marae. This is the level of history 
held along and within the coastline of the harbour 
basin. The overlay of European history starts with 
the whalers and sealers, eventually leading to 
British sovereignty being demonstrated through the 
convening of a court of law in Akaroa just prior to 
the arrival of French settlers in August 1840. The 
first cattle in the South Island were landed on the 
shores of Takapuneke in 1839. These along with 
many other events and activities create a living 
cultural landscape that spans the full breadth of 
New Zealandôs history. (Wilson 2010)  
 
The harbourôs landscape is also very expressive 
geologically ï the crater basin and rim, the lava 
flows and basalt outcrops clearly show its volcanic 
origins and formative processes. It is generally 

accepted that coastal influences extend to the 
crater rim and thus the whole of the harbour basin 
is a ñcoastal environmentò of national significance. 
The harbour basin is a very publicly accessible 
landscape ï the coastline and water is all public 
space, roads circle much of the coastal and summit 
areas and there is a paper road around almost all 
of the coastline and along many ridges. This means 
that intrusive or unsympathetic development has 
the potential to impact on the appreciation and 
enjoyment of a large number of people. Canterbury 
residents view the harbour basin as their backyard 
and playground, because it is so close to 
Christchurch.  
 
The Banks Peninsula District Plan is central to this 
discussion and both the Friends of Banks 
Peninsula and Civic Trust have been active in its 
development since its notification in 1997. The rural 
coastal and landscape provisions of the Plan have 
been the most contentious ï these were finalised 
by the Environment Court in 2008 after 10 years of 
stakeholder meetings and mediations and a 
comprehensive Landscape Study carried out by 
Boffa Miskell Ltd in 2007. The Outstanding Natural 
Landscape (ONL) and Coastal Natural Character 
Landscape (CNCL) areas were altered and 
somewhat reduced. Forestry, earthworks and most 
buildings are non-complying activities in these 
areas. However, the whole of the Rural Zone (RAL) 
is now recognised as being an amenity landscape 
with standards for the scale and appearance of 
buildings and subdivision and dwelling density 
thresholds. 

The abolition of the Banks Peninsula District 
Council in 2006 and the inclusion of the largely 
rural district within the area administered by the 
corporate-minded, urban and distant Christchurch 

 

 

 


